
from approval of contracts to 

collective bargaining with un-

ions. She also meets with 

committees, participates in 

community events, and visits 

schools as often as possible.  

 As a senior in the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate program, 

balancing work and school is 

not easy. Her busy schedule 

does not allow her to spend 

much time with friends and 

family, but she compensates 

for this by being mentally and 

emotionally present in her 

environment. 

 Ms. Alvi attributes part of 

her success to the Internation-

al Baccalaureate Learner Pro-

file, which changed the way 

she thinks and interacts in a 

professional environment. “I 

would say inquirer is the most 

important trait because it’s 

taught me to question every-

thing we do to make sure it 

always benefits our students,” 

says Alvi.  

Rida is extremely thankful for 

the opportunities the SMOB 

position has and continues to 

give her.  While there are 

many meetings and long days, 

she has gained many person-

al and professional skills since 

the election in April. “I am so 

glad I get to do it because I 

will end up changing some-

thing, even if it’s just the nar-

rative of who gets to be in 

positions like these”.  

.  

The Student Member of the 

Board (SMOB) is an elected 

position on the Anne Arundel 

County School Board. On 

April 11 of 2019, Rida Alvi was 

chosen by the members of the 

Chesapeake Regional Associ-

ation of Student Councils to fill 

this highly regarded position.  

 Ms. Alvi  discovered the 

existence of the position at a 

county student government 

(CRASC) meeting in her soph-

omore year. The then-

president of CRASC was run-

ning for SMOB, and Rida spe-

cifically remembers being in 

awe of the SMOB seat at the 

dais. From that moment on-

wards, she had her sights set.  

 Ms. Alvi campaigned in 

her junior year, mostly through 

social media. To familiarize 

herself with her constituents, 

she visited schools and met 

with their student govern-

ments to understand what 

they were looking to improve. 

What surprised her the most, 

she says, were “how simple 

their requests were. They real-

ly don’t want to reinvent the 

school system. They want 

enough computers in the 

classroom and a decent 

school lunch”.  

 Ms. Alvi was overwhelmed 

beyond disbelief upon the 

results of the election, but 

quickly became excited for the 

change to her life, and the 

change she would enact on 

count policy. In her one year 

term, Rida intends to improve 

mental health resources, 

school safety, and equity in 

resources and opportunities. 

 Officials state that Anne 

Arundel County’s school 

board is the only local body in 

the nation to grant its student 

member with full voting rights. 

Rida describes her role is to 

be “a student voice” for Anne 

Arundel County schools, to 

find trends in complaints and 

plan long term solutions for 

them with the board. She 

votes on a multitude of issues, 

ranging from building new 

schools to cafeteria food.  

 Rida attends public board 

meetings twice a month in 

which she discusses anything 

Rida Alvi Student Member of the Board of Education by Madelin Vieson 
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IB Teacher of the Month: Mr. Zachery Dziedzic  by Neha Bhanot  

Mr. Dziedzic is a new IB Diploma teacher at Annapolis High School.  He previously 
taught Advanced Placement U.S. History and served as a table leader at the AP 
grading sessions. Thus, he brings a wealth of experience teaching higher level 
subject matter to high school students. Mr. Dziedzic currently teaches the IB Histo-
ry I and IB Advanced Independent Research to the Juniors. As a military child, Mr. 
Dziedzic grew up overseas and taught in several schools outside of the United 
States.  He has always been interested in the IB Diploma program because of “the 
international focus the program builds within its courses”. However, he never had 
the opportunity to teach at an IB school until he came to Annapolis. Mr. Dziedzic is 
impressed with many aspects of the program and praises IB for, “the CAS projects, 
providing practical college skills, teaching non-traditional topics, and an amazing 

global context”. Mr. Dziedzic devotes a great deal of time and hard work into implementing the IB course in a 
manner that allows for understanding and builds the necessary skills needed for success.  He provides his 
students with advice and tools to help including, “taking the initiative to ask teachers for assistance, asking 
questions to seek clarification, modeling what constitutes as good notes, and of course be your best self”. 
Along with teaching IB history and IBAIR, Mr. Dziedzic is also a chief moderator in Model UN. Model UN is a 
club that he believes provides an IB experience through, “its focus on international politics, emphasis on ad-

vanced research and persuasive writing skills, improving communication through debate, and developing 
creativity by role play,”. He recommends his students join for a great experience and to earn CAS hours. Fun 
Facts about Mr. Dziedzic, he has twins and his daughter is rewriting the entire Hobbit, and he is a Virgo. 

Over the past three years, Annapolis Highs school’s cross country team has held strong, with help from a few 

shining stars. Senior Captain Kathleen Ericson has been running with Nap XC for all four years of her high 

school career. Her 9th and 10th grade year she was considered “one to be watched”, and now she is definitely 

being watched. Katie has managed to beat her own personal record 5 

times this season, earning her 6th at Bull Run and the 4th fastest 5k time 

overall in the county. Ericson’s accomplishments on the cross country 

course has not gone unnoticed. Recently she was voted runner of the 

week by MileSplit Maryland, and has been receiving offers from schools to 

become a part of their ranks. Ericson manages to do this all while enrolled 

in a full IB schedule. Katie says that the skills she has learned in IB about 

self motivation and hard work have helped her to become the captain and 

runner she is today. Ericson says he favorite part about cross country is 

setting goals and reaching them. She also enjoys spending time with her teammates, many of which are also in 

the IB program. Ericson’s say that “having that time built into the day to decompress” during cross country prac-

tice helps her cope with the challenges of IB.  

Come support Katie and her teammates at regionals on October 31st at Centennial High School! 

IB Athlete of the Month: Katie Ericson by Camille Duplechain 
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Summer of 2019: Italy Trip  by Sabrina Gleitz 
P A G E  3  

 This past summer, ten IB seniors, including myself, traveled to Italy, accompanied by Ms. Laverghet-

ta and Mr. Laraway. Hitting three cities in the country, our group spent two weeks immersed in the Ital-

ian culture. For the major part of the expedition, we stayed in Rome, attending classes in the morning 

and exploring the city in the afternoon and evening. The classes were run through Italia Idea where we 

developed Italian language skills conversationally.  

 Rome is filled with must-see sites. Touring the Roman forum and the Colosseum, we learned the 

history of an ancient city and its inhabitants. Exploring other gems in the area, we went to the Spanish 

Steps, the Trevi Fountain, and La Bocca della Verita, (the Mouth of Truth made famous in the movie 

Roman Holiday). One of the prettiest moments of the trip was watching the sun set over the city of 

Rome at the Orange Garden. Our group also took tours of the Vatican, one group in Italian, the other in 

English. Walking through the halls of priceless art, our tour concluded in the Sistine Chapel where, in 

silence, we gazed at walls covered in Michelangelo’s masterpieces.   

 Of course, we also enjoyed the Italian cuisine. Through the language school, we were given the op-

portunity to attend a degustazione (tasting) of meats and cheeses. We had classic Italian experiences 

of eating lunch in a busy piazza and having a long dinner with several courses. Another night, we ate 

dinner next to the Tiber River.  

 The weekend was spent on the Adriatic Coast in the small town of Vasto. The two days were spent 

by the beach, walking on the boardwalk, and exploring the historic area. Another special  Ms. 

Laverghetta’s family is from there as is Abby Cuviello’s family, another student of the trip. 

Towards the end of the trip, we spent a day in Venice, exploring the canals. We walked through the nar-

rowest street in the entire street at 

just 53 centimeters. There was 

nothing better than riding down the 

waterways on a water taxi, passing 

gondola and other boats with the 

wind in our hair.  

In all, the trip was an incredible ex-

perience. Finally getting to visit the 

place that most of us have spent 

years learning about in school was 

so special. Italy is a beautiful coun-

try with a rich culture that each of 

us on the trip got to experience first 

hand. Now, back in the classroom, 

we can connect to the lessons on a 

deeper level with our personal 

knowledge.  
 Ms. Laverghetta and the group of IB seniors who traveled to Italy this summer 
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 IB Artist of the Month: Alexa Schuette by Neha Bhanot 

Alexa Schuette is an academically outstanding IB senior as well as an amazing dancer. Alexa is a 

member of Dance company at Annapolis High School and she attends  “L’ecole De Danse,” where 

she studies ballet and lyrical. Along with the long hours she puts in perfecting her dance movements, 

Alexa also takes rigorous IB courses including, Biology, Math, Psychology, French, English and His-

tory.  To manage her workload, Alexa refers to dance as her stress reliever and recommends any-

one else taking an extracurricular activity to “treat your activity as a stress reliever, don’t let it add on 

to your stress!” Dance is one of Alexa’s favorite things to do and recommends other IB students to 

join dance company as well for lots of fun and plenty of CAS hours.  Alexa has been a part of the IIB 

program since her middle school years in Virginia and is now more dedicated and focused on her 

academics but always makes time for dance! If you get the chance to meet Alexa, just know...she 

doesn’t like Alexa jokes.  

 

 

IB Senior Alexa Schuette practicing one of her many dance steps 
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CAS Corner: Harvest For the Hungry by Elcy  Canales Escobar 

 

Giving is not just about 

donating, it’s about mak-

ing a difference. Our An-

napolis High community 

is making a difference by 

donating goods to the 

Harvest for the Hungry 

drive. In Maryland, 1 in 6 

kids are at risk of facing 

hunger. Teachers and 

students are spreading 

the word to bring change 

to a child’s life by collect-

ing cans of food in their 

1A classes. IB Research 

and History teacher, Ms. 

Ramey, is encouraging 

students to take advantage of this CAS opportunity. I sat down with Naval Science Instruc-

tor, Mr. Eggleston, who has been coordinating the Harvest for the Hungry drive for 9 years 

and says “There is a friendly competition with all the grade levels (9-12) and is anxious to 

know what grade level can donate the most.” He em-

phasizes the importance of giving back and goes on 

to say “that sometimes even our children at Annapo-

lis High use the county food bank and many people 

don’t realize the necessity it is to participate and do-

nate.” Through student’s generosity, A-High’s goal is 

to collect as many cans of food as possible. Students 

can bring in canned proteins, pasta and rice, canned 

vegetables, fruits and juices, breakfast packaged 

foods, soups and stews, and diary boxed items. All 

students must bring in their cans of food by Novem-

ber 25th, exactly three days before thanksgiving. So 

everyone, let’s bring smiles to families on the day of 

giving by bringing in cans of food to make a differ-

ence.  
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Joey Loiacono: 
Earlier this month, Annapolis High School’s IB students in Environmental Systems and Societies class participated in a 

two day trip to Annapolis’ own Chesapeake Bay Foundation, or CBF. There, 

they engaged in multiple activities involving learning about the Chesapeake 

Bay and the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, including oyster populations and 

water qualities along with the sea life found locally; inner rivers and ponds 

and the sea life and wildlife that thrives off of the subsystems of the Bay. 

Students then donned waders to get a close up look of the rivers and took 

on net fishing to get a hands on look of the fish in the rivers, but to little suc-

cess. The next day, students went to a nearby pond to study the effects of 

runoff and how a dead zone effects surrounding ecosystems. During these 

two days, the students learned about the Bay and the ecosystems it with-

holds, and the importance of keeping our Bay and watershed clean. 

 

Mete Gorgulu: 

Now for a biology perspective on the Group 4 field trip. My group and I did our experiment on how turbidity varies from 

shore proximity. For this, we used a secchi disk ( black and white disk used to measure the transparency of water) to test 

how far down we could see in each of the different water environments and in terms of how far away it was from the 

shoreline. We collected data every 2.6 meters starting at 7.8 meters because of the water being so shallow for more ac-

curate results. Our most astonishing results came from the fact that as the length from the shoreline increased so did the 

Turbidity with 7.8 meters (away from shoreline) having an 80cm clearance down while at 13 meters (away from shoreline) 

it had a good 90cm clearance down. The science behind this is the farther you can see down in the water, the less pollut-

ed it is. A high turbidity indicates that tiny bits of either clay, plankton, dissolved colored or-

ganic compounds, algae, etc. are at play when making the surface of the water cloudy. Why 

would things like algae be harmful when talking about turbidity you may ask?  High amounts 

of algae can be caused by people using large amounts of fertilizers on their lawns. Rainfall 

causes the fertilizer to run off into the bay. These new nutrients are used by the algae creat-

ing an algae bloom, which oftentimes completely covers the surface of the water.  This 

makes it hard for other marine plants, like seagrass, to perform photosynthesis which then 

causes it to die off. Also, large amounts of algae consumes most of the oxygen in the water, 

thus, suffocating various species of marine life. This is the process by which dead zones are 

created. The purpose of visiting the Chesapeake Bay Foundation was to understand the importance of keeping the bay 

clean and to learn that even after years of preservation the bay still needs more conservation efforts to truly heal. 

 

Cat Gibney: 

The first field trip this year to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) was attended only by students enrolled in Environ-

mental Systems and Societies (ESS). As the name indicates, differing human and natural systems and societies are 

studied in each unit, and applied to the real world to observe the ecological and environmental effects. Some activities at 

CBF included canoeing and wading through a freshwater pond, and boating out into the bay to identify human impacts, 

such as stormwater drainage and transportation from increased boating traffic, on the health of shoreline vegetation and 

marine life measured through various water testing methods. For example, students boarded a boat and traveled to a 

variety of testing sites to measure pH, nitrates, phosphates, salinity, turbidity, and oyster bed scraping to discover con-

cepts such as aquatic food production, water health of the bay off the shore, and biodiversity in the bay. After assessing 

the data, research questions in groups were formed to not only practice asking good research questions for the upcoming 

IA, but also to help inform the group of interesting questions and concepts that students might be interested in further pur-

suing. As an example of the types of questions the groups were able to formulate, Ms. Cochran found that one group 

asked a very relevant and thoughtful question; they asked, “to what extent does the fishing industry weaken the balance 

of the ecosystems found in the Bay?” This hands-on trip in discovering and researching the health of the Chesapeake 

Bay was to practice recognizing and relating typically unseen human impacts to ecological health in nearby environ-

ments, and to practice making good research questions for the IA.  



 
                                     

 

P A G E  7  

Global Issues by Hannah Kelley 

Hurricane Dorian swept through the Bahamas in early September of this year, leav-
ing tens of thousands of people homeless and distraught. It destroyed nearly everything in its 
path, crippling the nation’s economy, infrastructure, and wildlife. People must ask them-
selves,  is this a normal natural disaster or is this just another effect of climate change? 

The category five storm descended upon the Bahamas on September 1, 2019 starting 
in Elbow Cay and then to Grand Bahama. It’s affects were catastrophic; the 185 mph winds 
tore down telephone poles and trees, while the rapidly rising water swept up houses, cars 
and debris. The slow moving hurricane rested over the Bahamas for several days, proving to 
be the most destructive event in the nation’s history.  The lingering hurricane demolished 
over 13,000 houses leaving 76,000 people homeless. The storm killed at least 50 people and 
hundreds of cats and dogs. As a result of Dorian, there are currently a little less than 600 
people registered as missing. Damage recovery will cost billions of dollars, not including 
labor and time to restore the islands to their former state. The Bahamas economy, which 
heavily relies on tourism, will be negatively impacted by damage left by Hurricane Dorian.  

In the past two decades a trend of more frequent, more intense hurricanes has been 
seen. In a recent study at Yale University, a link has been found between climate change and 
hurricanes. This research shows that increasing sea surface temperatures from global warm-
ing has led to more moisture in the air, creating a higher chance of more powerful tropical 
cyclones forming. The warmer temperatures also contribute to the increased precipitation 
because of higher amount of evaporation lead-
ing to heavier rains. Hurricane Harvey was an 
example of this when 60 inches of rain fell on 
Texas in 2017. Record breaking rainfall is an 
indicator of global warming and its dramatic 
effect on the weather. 

In another study by the National Center 
for Atmospheric Research, it's been shown  that 
warmer water is a source of energy that 
strengthens hurricane winds. Warm, saturated 
air rises up towards the tropopause; as it rises, 
the water condenses and gives off latent heat, 
that drives the vertical convection, thus sucking 
in more air, creating forceful hurricane winds at the 
sea surface. Faster winds is what can be used to determine the category of the hurricane. 
This is why in recent years many more category 4 and 5 hurricanes have occurred and more 
are to come. Another factor that this study has pointed out is that with the melting of glaciers 
sea level will rise; then when there is a storm surge, the sea level will further rise and will 
cause catastrophic flooding.  

To add to the melting polar ice caps, forest fires, and rising sea levels, now, more 
powerful hurricanes can be added to the list of effects of climate change.  

                  Aftermath of Hurricane Dorian 



P A G E  8  

Spotlight on MYP by Alex Marek  

It's that time of year when IB MYP sophomore  are hard at work on their personal projects! Each month the 

ScrIBe will be interviewing an IB student and highlighting their project. This month’s IB stu-

dent is Mario Buchkov. Mario hopes to work in politics one day to ensure everyone has 

basic human rights. He even aspires to be President. Mario is creating a documentary about 

human rights in Russia and how they impact the citizens’ relationship with the government 

and diplomatic relations with other countries.  Eastern Orthodox is the largest religion in 

Russia and the religion that the Russian government supports. The Russian government 

censors human rights activist fighting for freedom to practice other religions. Mario thought 

of this idea after working on a freshman English project where students had to choose a 

country and write an excerpt on a human rights violation that country faces. Over the summer he interviewed a 

college professor at Anne Arundel Community College to better understand the topic. He also conducted re-

search on the violations currently occurring in Russia. Mario stated that his project dives into the lives of ethnic 

minorities, including Muslims, Buddhists and Catholics, in Russia that are facing religious oppression from the 

Russian government. The Russian government censors the activists and often arrests them on false charges to 

silence them by imposing life long prison sentences or death. The oppression they face is not well represented in 

the media and therefore most of the world is unaware of the problem. Mario hopes his project will bring much 

needed attention to these atrocities. Mario’s advice for IB freshmen is to choose your project wisely and to not fall 

behind with your research over the summer.  

Mario Buchkov 

Get Involved: The Red Cross Club By: Avery Goodwin 

  The Red Cross has a club at our own school to perform events that 

are meant to help people or raise money to help people. The positions 

in the club are president, two vice presidents, a secretary, two club 

advisors, a social media head, the blood drive coordinator, and the 

treasurer. You can volunteer for these positions but to obtain them 

you must have put in the hours. The club’s sponsor is Ms.Lala who 

teaches in room 219 and meetings are in that room on Tuesday ma-

roon block. Being in the Red Cross Club is beneficial to you and others 

you help. You can earn your hours if you’re in need of them, such as members of the National Honor Society. Also 

you get to help those in need and be rewarded for it. The rewards for surpassing other Red Cross Clubs are usually 

food. So if you enjoy helping others and getting food in return then the Red Cross Club is for you. 
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COLLEGE CORNER:  BY HENRY GUCKES 

 

University of Vermont 

The town of Burlington, Vermont, is the home of the University of Vermont, or UVM. The public 

university is home to 10,513 undergraduate students and 455 graduate students. The average 

SAT for reading and writing is 550-650, and the average math score is also 550-650. The aver-

age ACT score is 25-30. Applying costs $55, and 67% of those who apply get into the school. 

They accept both 

AP and IB credits, 

and boast an im-

pressive 16:1 stu-

dent: teacher ra-

tio. UVM has over 

100 bachelor’s 

degree programs, 

54 master’s de-

gree programs, 

26 doctoral pro-

grams, and 35 accelerated master’s degree programs. You might think they just have a good 

college, but Burlington was rated the #1 college town in the U.S. by Travel & Leisure Magazine. 

It is also close to several large ski resorts, such as Stowe. UVM has a shuttle that drives to 

these every Saturday and Sunday. There is also a very large outdoors club, who routinely go on 

hikes. In addition to the outdoors club, UVM has over 210 student run clubs and organizations, 

such as a local radio station, newspaper, and TV station. First year students live in a residential 

community based on their interests, to make sure they know people in the same field as them. 

All of these facts make UVM a very unique college, in a wonderful place . 

Quick Facts:  

 Apply by Common App 

 Students who complete International Baccalaureate (IB) course work and receive a score of 5 or greater on 

higher level IB exams may be eligible for transfer credit (UVM does not award credit for standard level exams). 

Students may receive credit for course work without completing the entire IB curriculum  

 Tuition: 20,640 per semester 

 Housing & Meals : 6473 per semester 

 Over 210+ student clubs and organizations, including a nationally recognized debate team and a student-run 

newspaper, radio station, TV station, rescue squad, legal services and many more academic, artistic, musical, 

cultural, ethnic, political, and religious clubs  

 18 NCAA Division I Athletics teams  

 


